Steamer New York at Sea Dec. 18, 1561

Dear Mary

We left Vew VYorks yesterday about 5 P.TH. by steamer Tew VYorks for
Aunapolis. We passed Sandy Hook light about § 1|2 and stacd out to
wght wing of the Regt aldo the (ol . Lieut. (ol. and Sangeon of the
Rygt. The left wing s on another steamer commanded by the majon.
They sadled in company with as but owing to the noughucss of the weather
wowhere to be seen. The wealher o otll quite rough and ct troubles me to
anite. Please excuse my bad writing. Some of the time it nocks o that
7 cannot unite at all many are seasick. Tt wae guite amausing to dec them
dtaggening about the deck, but ol they wene to be pitied. 7 amote you a
few lines from ew Yorks yesterday. 7 hope that you have got ¢t Zuite
an incident occwmed while pasding tnough the narnows by a necent act of
congress all vessels pasding the Fonte are required to come o and report
themeelves. 4 vessel Just ahead of us nun by withoat doing so when a
ball wae fined af lher which struck judt akead of our boue and sunk into
the waler with a tremendoud spladh in a moment mone we wene treated in a
similar manner, a EHY. cannon shot was directed across oun bows a
predamptony onden was given - theave To or we will sink you. The order was
complied with, when the officer from Fort Diamond erced ot what ship o
Aunapolis. We were then dinected to pass to the wight of the guard olips
and come Yo ander her bows the guand dhifp now sent upp 5 nockets one of
was bunt for dometime. These werne siguale to the fort that all was night,
We passed one shipy today, saw several othens, dome of them wene dtanding



east, bound 7 suppote to some foreign port. Some of oar men amused
So the day tas passed. Tt s wow & U2 P.TH. We are in bhopes to make
Cape Feny bejore dank, but it co ancentain. 9 have an ofportunity to
dend this by a gentleman rneturning.

We entered the (Chesapeate Bay about 10 o'dock last uight. Our frognese
dhone. We thad to otops frequently to make doundings. Hter having felt
our eyes for many houns. Tt was the light boat stationcd there to give
scgual to the guard dhify in the channel. Soon the long dark outlines of a
cnied out what steamer o that at the same Cime displaying a formidalle
looking armay of guns. Our pilof neplied that it was the U S transport
oteamen N.Y. with toops bound for Aunapolis. We were then permitted to
£ads on. We are steaming upp the bay in fine style. We have passed
sevenal wessels. Oue oteamern alse oue man of war who saluted s with a
gas.

The weather co very fine. Warm as sammer, therne o wot a ruffle on the
water. ] can discenn accasionally a houde on the dhore, the habitation

10 4. We are now sailing close to the sthore. The sun never stone



lave shot quite a wumber. APn Euglish hip has just passed as bound
eadt. The boat containing the left wing of our negl has nol yet made ler
appeanance although we have run very dow dince we entened the bay to
enalble hern to oventake us.

7 stall tiave to give you different directions for cending Letters cnstead of
Aunapolis you may send them to Wastington D. C. where a general mall
¢ made out for all the Ryts. 7 suppose that we are to join Gen.

Burnnside's division now filling out from Sunapolis. When you unite me
send me oue otamp for 7 do ot lbnow ae 7 shall be able to get any bejore

We find it much mone comfortablle in this latitude than at Harntford. TYou
madt wnite me good long lettens and as many of them as you can. The
dteamer has ot the shakes o that ] cannot write veny well. ¢ co

your dociely ueny much and hope to hear from you often. 7 will wot
allempt to unite mone as the wesdel shakes so much.

Tell Marstiall and bunt Many that 7 send my love to them and all the
ned? of oan friends. Tell Aun and Charles to unite. Remember me to

Father panticalarly.

9 nemain yoans as ever

George



